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Foreword

In celebration of the 50th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between China and Austria, the Central Academy of Fine Arts is much honoured to
present "Mozart-Gene: Li Jiwei Solo Exhibition" in collaboration with the Austrian
Embassy in China. As the latest achievement of cultural exchange between China
and Austria, this exhibition is not only permeated with Li Jiwei's dedicated efforts
and outstanding talent but also embodies our best wishes for a bright future of

cooperation between China and Austria.

Taking art in the era of China's reform and opening up, Li Jiwei had traversed the
typical journey of a generation of Chinese artists moving from China and onto
the global stage. An alumnus of CAFA majored in traditional Chinese art, Li later
went to Austria and Germany to pursue his studies of Western art in general and
contribute to the development of international contemporary art in particular. His
exceptional talent and lasting passion for exploration are reflected in his multi-
decade artistic career, making large-scale public artworks and experimenting with
various new media and materials. With a "cross-border" approach to integration
and innovation, Li has created many works filled with romantic imagination
and poetical imagery. Through these works, he has not only given form to the
traditional Chinese philosophical concept of "creation" through "the unity of heaven
and man" but also crystallized the attention contemporary art has been paying to
the relationship between man and the world and between life and destiny. It goes
without saying that in his extraordinary cross-cultural artistic journey Li Jiwei is an
outstanding artist who has succeeded in interweaving elements of Chinese and
Western art into unique visual spectacles.

The exhibition of "Mozart-Gene" is imbued with the typical lexicon of Li Jiwei.
Conducting his material media and lighting effect with ease, Li has managed
to transform a series of sculpture-like constructs into fantastic spirits or visible
incarnations of the essence of Mozart's music that transcends faith, pursues
freedom and yearns for nature. Mozart's music, the cultural pride of Austria, is also
much loved and acclaimed by the Chinese people. With Mozart's music as its core




theme, Li Jiwei's new exhibition must be the most appropriate artistic tribute for
the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between China and Austria, which will evoke strong emotional resonance

with the audience.

The rampage of COVID-19 around the world has posed a serious challenge to
humanity, leaving us mourning for the loss of life and cherishing the value of
life more than ever. We want to thank the Austrian Embassy in China and my
colleagues at the international department of CAFA and CAFAM for making this
exhibition happen at Li Jiwei's alma mater. We also believe that great art can
heal the traumas within people's hearts and console them with warmth and hope.
One outstanding example of such art would be Mozart's music, whose profound
humanitarian spirit never fails to endow people with the courage to look forward to

the future.

President of the Central Academy of Fine Arts
Chiairman of China Artists Association

Fan Di'an

The beginning of winter, 2021
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Mozart-Gene

650 x 370 x 320 cm

T, Ak, &M, 1TH

acrylic material, acrylic painting,
metal, LED
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Concept of the artwork

Space

Mozart's music is not only elegant, gorgeous and well-structured, but also
transcendent — at the same time also full of passion for pursuing freedom and
returning to nature.

A"hand of free imagination"and a"stainless steel arch”, freely created in mind,
create a virtual toneless melody. Using plasticity in acrylic production with changes
in seconds, the motions and contradictions in the process materials, the concept
of deconstructionism and the realm of ink painting, symbolically expresses the
concept of deconstructivism and the realm of ink painting. | symbolically express
the meaning of transcending faith, the pursuing of freedom and revering nature in
Mozart's music. Through the art of creation and the pursuit of visual perception,
the creative spirit of Mozart can be perceived.

| express"Mozart-Gene"in an abstract way and shape a visual music space with
oriental elements.




EFHEERT 118-01
Gene Series 118-01

150 x 100 x 26 cm

TIRA, FR, 1TH

acrylic matenal, acrylic painting, LED
2021

EFFY 18-08
Gene Senes 118-08

152 x 101 x 31 cm

TxhH, AR, 1Tx

acrylic matenial, acrylic painting, LED
2021
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EFH#%Y 118-06
Gene Series 118-06

150 x 100 x 30 cm

L%, AB, 114

acrylic material, acrylic painting, LED
2021

BFEZRY) 118-10
Gene Series 118-10

102 x 62 x 22 cm

WS, Pk, 1T

acrylic matenal, acrylic painting, LED
2021
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Existence

Abstraction and fantasy, logic and thinking — | am using visual artistic language to
express the meaning of human genes. Through the free expression of transparent
materials and with the awareness of ink painting, a visual space is created that
perceives the different changes in human nature and its spiritual activities. Genes
continue In the existence of human lives. Mozart's music endured to this day, its
musical genes are based on a state of mind that will continue to exist in human
thoughts in the future

F- Xl
F- Dur

100 x 100 x 240 cm

Txn, &M, 1T

acrylic material, metal, LED
2021



EFEARZI M-08-12
Gene Series M-08-12

200 x 150 x 5 cm, 3 pieces
Ak, EFH

acrylic painting, canvas
2021




EARY 118-1
Gene Series 118-11

123 x 81 x 23 cm

L%, Pk, 11X

acrylic material, acrylic painting, LED
2021

BEARI 118-03
Gene Series 118-03

150 x 100 x 28 cm

TN, Ak, 1T

acrylic matenal, acrylic painting, LED
2021




BFEZ5 118-02

Gene

Serie:

118-02

150 x 100 x 26 cr
FIR, $TH

TR
acry
2021

mater

3

ACry

painting, LED

EAFY) 118-05

Gene Series 118-05

152 x 101 x 25 cm

RS, P8, TH

acrylic material, acrylic painting, LED
2021
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ERXF 118-07
Gene Series 118-07

152 x 101 x 32 cm

AR, AR, 1TH

acrylic matenal. acrylic painting. LED
2021

EEAZRT 1113-01
Gene Series 1113-01

100 x 71x 22 cm

LRN, 7k, TH

acrylic material, acrylic painting, LED
2021
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394 x 171 x 200 cm

TIRN, M, 1T%

acrylic material, metal, LED
2020

ER

LRARREZEAZENGSRNNGK, BATRN. 1%, kB, Hie. 2MEFRE
HE, DRBHIL. xBR2. BHRLERPNENTE, SETRISRAFS.

EREZEENINE, BRATBNLTE. TESER. SANREER, ARTEASHEKT
BRXF, LENF/ALD, FRSERZAURESIGNER. BITH. 1k

ER. AP, MRSEEMNEEESIRARNMAREN, EHEHATYRENE
L8R,

Form

This exhibition, made of a series of installation works, is characterized by an
expressive approach based on the use of different media, the combination of
different materials (acrylic, light, ink. color and metal) and different elements like
deconstructionism, ink practice and abstract painting

In the early stage of the exhibition preparation, the emphasis was placed on the
space: The relationship between space, artworks and people; the relationship
between figurative and abstract space, the transformation and the continuation of
spatial dimensions as well as the relationship between the artworks themselves
have been all considered The visual senses then stimulated through the creation
of flat and three-dimensional shapes, the alternance of light and shadow, and also
the use of specific matenals awakened the viewers' imagination and contributed to
create an illusion of consciousness with a contemporary character
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Audio-visual transformation and abstract consciousness

As a form of art based on listening, music is characterized by abstract consciousness and emotional life. Mozart, the
master of Music, is world-famous, he became a synonym for music. In the evolution of contemporary human society
biological genes are one of the most important elements while being cellular tissues for human genetic inheritance,
they are also natural biological evidence of different personality traits between people. The genes of the genius Mozart
were key elements in the creation of his musical personality. For this reason, | would like to suggest another approach
to engage with music: | would like to break away from an appreciation of music purely based on listening, to focus
on a visual representation of the unseen rhythm, emotions, spirit, and deep absiract consciousness of music. Using
transparent matenals, | would like to transcend the biological boundary that separates genes from human life, and to
convey the important meaning of genetic individuality, both through a formal and informal expressive approach

Series like "F-Major", "Gene Series” and "Mozart-Gene" reflect the process of shifting from figuration to abstraction,
carried out through deconstruction and re-creation. The gaps that result of dismantling Mozart's portrait, lay cpen
his perception of music. Intangible and abstract elements emerge and are visualized through independent life forms
shaped in "Gene Series" These strange and visually dynamic living elements convey and exchange information through
an interaction with the external space  this process is a spintual activity with biological basis, which involves human
consciousness, thoughts, and ideas. This multidimensional understanding can be summarized in the most concise
and powerful expression: "Mozart-Gene™: it can be seen as a huge abstract "blue hand”, “touching™ the air with illusory
dynamic movements. It symbolizes the flow of the spirit that determines behavior, creates art and all kinds of things, and

influences the evolution of human science, ethics, biology and consciousness
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Realization

In the executicn process, first of all the concept needs to be first outlined on a theoretical level and then it needs to be
translated into a three-dimensional shape with a structure. The different parts of the whole structure are then divided
into different sections of individual shape made of acrylic' these parts are then reassembled together to create the final
installation, which is inspired by the initial concept. Acrylic is a highly malleable material, with a good transparency: very
rich in color, it has also a contemporary and attractive character. Its soft and hard nature establishes a visual contrast with

other materials

During the creative process, the relationship between the different sections and the overall structure, the relationship
between different spaces and the balance between ink and colors are considered. The conscious aesthetic decision of
the overlapping, juxtaposition and separation of material is carried out through the fluidity of ink and colors and through
the subversive use of light eflect Through the experimental understanding of materials and the light and shadow
combination, different media are combined and controlled within a single space-time node, where the expression
is concentrated Different shades of light determine the degree of undulation, the changes in the three-dimensional
structure, as well as the chromatic connotation, while creating a wide range of different visual effects based on the
relationship between colors, material, and structure. The work blurs the boundaries between artistic expression and

matenal usage, while also raising our aesthetic standards for works of art

The crealive process is characterized by sensorial awareness and unexpected changes, it is full of natural and dynamic
vitality, but also bears the risk thal abnormal production cannot be corrected. Each piece is an original piece of work that
cannot be copied

BENTH

AENTL . e Th. ARESES, HLEFTABRABENHRRTEGRE, A
X-AGMEECESHRR, SENEY. H%. AUNRESERNARRETH
AT, BURRNGERNNEN 8BS, RAEANWEHEALNT BWNFS,
EAFRARZANARBAERBEBFORR, BXSUNRHTRANITHER
MIA, EAEETFRT: FHGLE. MEe. MY, LR 306, 5% KESE,
ZATHEGRATRENS Y, RFLLUZRARRNANEROER, AXHHL
. BRHBRAZT—TABRNRE, HEMENFERH—1EE, ZRESHFE
TR, E@BR. N . SREZER—EEENRE, RAEYRTEORSHNNE

BEHEMZAREMIEODRRGAE, AMRAEISE, ARHIRVL BN,
MUREEURZRPEBEZ(I0), BARMARIBREERZR, MSBEMEENEL,

—F4f

Thought and Behavior

Agricultural, technological, industrial and information revolutions have characterized human history until today. Social life
has evolved following technological development, which pushed mankind to challenge the limits of human life Today's
philosophy, science, beliefs, and the vision of the essential nature of life have fundamentally changed: a form of abstract
existence based on virtuality, which already became part of reality, and which is hidden behind human consciousness,
is influencing people's thoughts and behavior. Artists use contemporary art to represent the world according to their
own perception. In order to express their ideas, artists use a wide range of forms and media, including flat painting,
color, sculpture, video, multimedia, music, etc. Making art has a real meaning, however when artists break away from
the representation of the image, viewers are sometimes in the dark Realism and abstraction are supreme artistic
expressions, the combination of two dichotomies evolves into a whole entity. Art is a road that is not finished. moving
towards abstraction, concepts and contemporaneity is the direction that tradition must take, only contemporaneity can
highlight the value of tradition. ..

Art started as an expressive form to celebrate faith and then evolved into realism: at that time, the emphasis was placed
on visual understanding In contemporary art, visual elements are secondary: what is extremely important is to take
human nature and consciousness as starting points to understand art. Concept is therefore the core element.

—Li Jiwel
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Li Jiwei
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Born in Beijing

Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, Studies of Traditional Chinese Painting, Bachelor of Literature
Film Academy Beijing, Teacher, Department of Fine Arts

Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna, Studies of Abstract Painting, Master student of Prof
Markus Prachensky, Award for Excellent Studies, Award "Goldener Fugerpreis”. Master Degree
Membership "Society of Professional Artists of Austria”

University of the Arts, Berlin, Studies of Multimedia Studies

Lives and works in Beijing and Berlin

Solo Exhibition "Don't Copy”, Painting and Installation, Museum of Ethnology, Vienna
Solo Exhibition "CUT", Video and Installation, China Art Archives & Warehouse, Beijing
Group Exhibition "Artists Living in MEZ", 2yk Galerie, Berlin

Solo Exhibition "Carassius Auratus®, Abstract Painting, Kunsthaus Nexus, Saalfelden
Installation "Artwalk”, Water Cube, Olympic Games 2008, Beijing

Installation "inForm™, German Embassy, Beijing

Frankfurt Book Fair 2009: China Guest of Honor

- Artistic Design of China Guest of Honor Exhibition Hall

- Architectural Installation "Book Mountain®

- First Prize for Outstanding Creativity, Frankfurt

Group Exhibition "Sit in China®, Museum of Applied Arts, Frankfurt

Installation "Cloud-inForm”, 798 Art District, Beijing

Group Exhibition “Black and White", Gallery Black, Greifswald

Floating Art Installation "Saluzi", Singapore, Germany, France

Group Exhibition "On Sharks & Humanity", National Museum of China and 798 Parkview Green Art
Gallery, Beijing
Group Exhibition *On Sharks & Humanity", Parkview Museum, Singapore

Installation "Transform® and "Transparent Landscape” Sino Ocean International Center,
Grand Canal Place, Hangzhou

Group Exhibition "On Sharks & Humanity", National Maritime Museum, Australia
Solo Exhibition "Mozart-Gene™ CAFA Art Museum, Beijing
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The exhibition "Mozart-Gene" has first been showcased at the CAFA Art Museum Beijing in 2021 with an opening of the
Ambassador of Austria within the celebrations of 50 years diplomatic relations between China and Austria.

ENERM: PREAFR, RithFIHLAEE
Organizers: Central Academy of Fine Arts, Embassy of Austria in Beijing

ANEM: PREAPREARE
Presented by: CAFA Art Museum
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